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- “In the Fullness of Time, God sent forth his Son.”

As I approach the Advent Season each year, this is the verse that comes to my
mind. As a student of the Bible and of history, it’s as if all of the key events of the Bible
and secular history were pointing arrows toward the birth of Jesus Christ on Christmas.
The word for “fullness” in the original Greek means “ripe, ready, completed, finished,
done, all the pieces are in place.”

Each September the Thrift Sale ladies all know that I will be in to trade in a bunch
of jigsaw puzzles that I purchased the prior year for a bunch of gently-used “new” ones.
My wife, Jo, loves to put together jigsaw puzzles but I do not have the time or patience.
After she has put most all of the pieces into place, I will help her put the last few together
to finish the puzzle. Then we stand back and admire how all the pieces fit together to
make such a beautiful picture.

That is what this verse is about.

When God had all the details, peoples, kingdoms, even the stars in place, God
sent his Son Jesus, the Anointed One, the final piece of the puzzle, to be born in Bethle-
hem

That event was so momentous and has so changed the world that most everyone
would say it was worthy of all the time and effort that went into it. Even our Western
World’s calendar hinges on the birth of Christ—BC and AD.

For SUMC’s Advent Season, Pastor Harlene and I chose this as our theme:
“Worthy of our time”.

Jesus’ birth, life, death and resurrection not only changed the world but they
have changed us. It is worth our time to prepare our hearts, minds and souls for the com-
ing of God’s Anointed One. Take the time to get ready!
-Join one of our Advent Bible Studies—we have four.
-Take a few minutes each day for devotions and prayer. Pick up one of the Upper Rooms
in the Concourse.
-Volunteer to do something for someone more needy than you are. Several groups here at
SUMC are putting together Christmas baskets, buying gifts for needy families, etc. There
are lots of other projects in our communities than can use your help, too.
-Worship each week. Take your pick: 5pm on Saturday or 8:30am and 10am on Sunday.
If you are out of town, find a church to attend wherever you are.

We truly believe that our special efforts will be “ Worthy of our time.”

See you in church this weekend!

Pastor Bill Landis
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/ December 2011 Worship Schedule
Advent 2011 “Worthy of OurTime”

December 3, 5pm Saturday Celebration

Pastor Harlene Harden
December 4, Second Sunday of Advent:
Pastor Bill Landis
-Scripture: Isaiah 40:1-11

-Sermon: “A Time to Hear”

December 10, 5pm Saturday Celebration
Pastor Bill Landis
December 11, Third Sunday of Advent
Pastor Harlene Harden

-Sermon: “A Time to Repent”

December 17, 5pm Saturday Celebration
Sunday School Christmas Program
December 18, Fourth Sunday of Advent
Pastor Bill Landis
-Scripture Lesson: St. Luke 1:26-38

-Sermon: “A Time to Believe”

December 24 Christmas Eve
-5pm Family Candlelight Service
-7pm Candlelight and Communion Service
Pastor Harlene Harden
-11pm Candlelight and Communion Service
Pastor Bill Landis

*December 25  Christmas Day 10am only

Pastor Bill Landis
-Scripture Lesson: St John 1:1-14
-Sermon: “And the Word Became Flesh” by BL

December 31, 5pm, Saturday Night Celebration
Pastor Harlene Harden
*January 1 New year’s Day 10am only

Pastor Harlene Harden

*Please note the special service times listed.

There will be only one service at 10:00 a.m. on

<

Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.
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Jim Geisen Joseph Tyrrell

Tom Pearcy Dennis Welsh

Lexi Marshall Tristyn Smith

Jennifer Stramaglia Helen Kaufmann
Elizabeth Rosenberger ~ Betty Hall

Jim Whitehead Bonnie French

Tim Stewart Laura Ressinger
Edward Koss Dolores Burek
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PRAY FOR OUR

MILITARY

Pray for our Military
Men & Women

*SGT Matthew “Scott” Stewart ~ *LT Robert Ortman
MSgt. Bianna Yeager SPC Timothy Stewart
*PFC John Z. Talmage *LCPL Brett Gulke
LCPL Derrick R. Wells *PFC Ben Bushno

SGT Shaune Clark
*SPC Mitchell Stewart

SGT. Neil Smith
CPT Garrett Slack

*CPL Kylc Keneway PFC John Harris
*CPT John C. Whitehead David Whitehead
*SGT Dustin Bell SSGT Andrew Sheehan

*PFC Eathon Larson

*PVT Sam Summers

Jason Abitua

*SGT Christopher Isabel
*CPL Anthony Dewitz
LCPL Matthew Einhorn

*indicates deployed personnel
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Sycamore United Methodist Youth Ministry

Junior High Youth (6-8" grades)

December 4 Youth Group 430-600pm (bring a friend)

December 18 Youth Group 430-600pm (bring a friend)

Senior High Youth (9-12* grades)

December 1— BAD (Breakfast & Devotions) 7:00 a.m.

December 4 Youth Group 630-800 time to hang out talk

December 15— BAD (Breakfast & Devotions) 7:00 a.m.

December 18 Youth Group 630-800 time to hang out talk

We are trying to organize a Laser Tag night over Christmas break— text Joe for more
information

LIFE Mission Trip (8-12" grades)

December 4— Host and Serve dinner for the Church, set-up begins at 4:00 p.m.

Hope Have Meals

Hope Haven, our DeKalb County homeless shelter, is in need of meals to feed 30-35
people on Monday evenings. Anything you'd feed your family is appreciated and a
main dish, salad, vegetable, and dessert can be shared with other cooks. Look for the
sign-up sheets on the bulletin board at the south end of the concourse. If you're will-
ing to try this and want to "take it up a notch" as Craig Fritz said, please call Sue
Richter (winter months meal coordinator) with your questions. Meals in disposable
containers need to be delivered to their DeKalb location by 6:45 and we can provide
help with that too. Consider this beyond the holiday season and be one of Pastor Har-

lene's sermons to be seen!

UMM

The UMM invite you to their December 8" meeting at 6:00 p.m. Our Speaker will be
Steve Park. Steve is the site manager for ERA Energy. Steve will give a presentation
and answer questions about the site.

Joe is fixing spaghetti for dinner that night. Come join us for dinner, devotions, and to

hear Steve talk.

On December 3™ the District meeting will take place at Coleta United Methodist
Church. We will leave the church at 7:30 a.m. in order to arrive at 8:30 or 9:00.We
will have coffee and sweet rolls before the trip.

The new District Superintendent, Rev. Dick Wisdom, will be the guest speaker. If you

would like to go contact Paul Hagen or Lowell Akers.

We hope to see you there.

-

Page 3

LINITED
METHODIST

MIMISTRY

/

UMM

UNITED METHODIST MEN




Page 4

United
Methodist
Women

FAITH -« HOPE - LOVE IN ACTION

THE UNITED METHODIST MESSENGER \

Leading Ladies

Want a break from the holiday hoopla? Need a chance to connect with other Christian
women? Looking for an evening option other than TV? Come join in the fellowship
with Leading Ladies. We generally meet the third Tuesday of the month and have a
different activity each time. For more information contact Cheryl Callighan 815-748-
5714

Upcoming events:

December 20th

Christmas Party/Ornament Exchange

Hostess - Cheryl Callighan
January 17th -Bible Scavenger Hunt

Hostess -Shelly Gibson

February 21st- Leap Year Celebration

Hostess - Lorrie Wildenradt

Congratulations

Rick and Rebecca Stewart are pleased to announce the marriage of Timothy Stewart to
Amanda Shelden. Tim and Amanda were married on October 29" on Elk Lake, in the
Deschutes & Ochoco National Forests in Central Oregon. Tim is one of our soldiers on
the military prayer list and is currently recovering from injuries sustained last January
during a deployment in Afghanistan. Please keep Tim and Amanda in your prayers as

they start this new chapter of their lives together.

UMW News

The Northern Illinois Conference United Methodist Women 2012 School of Chris-
tian Mission will be Jan. 20-22 at Camp Reynoldswood in Dixon, IL. "All Things

Made New" is the theme with three mission studies and leaders:
® The Journey - Diane Facemyer

e Haiti - Steve Good

Joy to the World - Fernando Siaba

Participants choose the one they want to attend. There will be time for study, wor-
ship, fun, learning, fellowship and also a mission project to help make beds for
homeless veterans. One option is to be a day student if you would rather drive home
at night (we already have a carpool group). There is also a Mission Sampler Day if
you could only attend one day. Registration forms and details are on the UMW bul-
letin board. Contact Becky Brown or go to the NIC UMW website for more infor-

mation. nicumw(@ gmaﬂ.com
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Military Ministry News

Since the last newsletter, the Military Ministry Team walked in the Pumpkin Fest
Parade with our new banner, welcomed home PFC Eathon Larsen on R and R, served
“coffee time” on Sunday, November 6" honoring all Military Personnel and Veterans
and shipped a package to PFC Ben Bushno.

In December, we will be collecting items for Hines Hospital patients: combs, nail
clippers, shaving items (safety razors/shaving cream) men’s white socks, boxers, sweat
pants, toothpaste and tooth brushes. Drop your items in the basket by the Christmas
tree near the Mission Bulletin Board. We are still collecting calendars for the Prescott
V.A. We Thank You for Your Support!

The Military Ministry Team Wishes You a Very Merry Christmas and a Blessed
New Year!

Prayer Shawl Ministry

“And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love”
I Corinthians 13: 13 NIV

As we approach the Christmas season, our hearts and hands reach out to oth-
ers— to those in need of food, warmth and love. God blesses each one of us with special
abilities and talents, to be shared with family, friends, neighbors and even strangers.

The Prayer Shawl Ministry give us the opportunity to do this as we knit and
crochet warm, comforting shawls. In our 5 years of service 444 Prayer Shawls have
been prayerfully made and blessed, and given out as a tangible gift of God’s constant
presence and love.

We meet two mornings each month.

Come and join us— the Welcome Mat is always out!

December Meeting Dates
Monday, December 5th—9:30 a.m.
Monday, December 19th—9:30 a.m.
Questions? Please call:
Phyllis Anderson (815) 899-9957
Jeanne Johnson (815) 895-5594

Thank You

Dear Church Family,

[ am so grateful for all the cards, calls, visits— and especially the prayers. The pastors
visits were so welcome.

[ am feeling better and I thank you all so very much.

Blessings,

June Krueger

o )
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“And now these three
remain: faith, hope and
love. But the greatest

gf these is love”
[ Corinthians 13: 13
NIV
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8:30 AM Sunday

Worship

8:45 AM Adult Sunday
School

10:00 AM Sunday

Worship

10:00 AM Stewardship Bible
Study

10:00 AM Children’s Sunday
School

11:30 AM Advent Bible
Study for Families

9:20 AM ABC Preschool
Music

9:30 AM Prayer Shawl
Ministry (1st & 3rd)

9:00 AM Moms-In-Christ
12:00 PM Sycamore Food
Pantry

7:00 PM Advent Bible Study

9:00 AM Christian
Conditioning

9:00 AM Craft Group (1st,
3rd, 4th, 5th)

9:00 AM David: Secking A
Life Like His

9:05 AM ABC

Preschool Chapel

(1st & 3rd)

9:20 AM ABC Preschool
Music

10:30 AM Preschool Parables
with Mrs. S and MDO
11:30 AM Clergy Staff
Meeting

1:00 PM ABC Preschool
Music

1:00 PM Craft Group (2nd)
6:30 PM Women’s Bible
Study

7:00 PM Women’s Bible
Study: Living Beyond Your-
self

6:30 AM Men’s Bible Study
9:05 AM ABC

Preschool Chapel

(15t & 3rd)

9:20 AM ABC Preschool
Music

12:50 PM ABC

Preschool Chapel

(1st & 3rd)

1:00 PM ABC Preschool
Music

3:15 PM Christian Kids’
Conditioning

5:00 PM Sonshine

Ringers

5:30 PM With Joy! Dinners
6:00 PM Confirmation: 2012
Confirmands

6:15 PM Children’s Choirs
7:00 PM Adult Choir

9:00 AM

Christian Conditioning
9:20 AM ABC Preschool
Music

10:00 AM Adult Bible Study:

The Journey

10:45 AM Worship Staff
(2nd & 4th)

12:00 PM Church Staff
Meeting (2nd & 4th)

1:00 PM ABC Preschool
Music

7:00 PM Adult Handbells
7:00 PM Women'’s Bible
Study: Bad Girls of the Bible

9:20 AM ABC Preschool

Music

5:00 PM Saturday
Worship Service

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

7:00 AM Breakfast & Devo-
tions— Sr. High Youth

10:00 AM Adult Bible Study
at Oak Crest

11:00 AM Leadership Meet-
ing

12:00 PM UMW Unit
Meeting

2
6:30 PM Cantata Dress

Rehearsal

3
6:30 PM Glory! 2011
Christmas Cantata

4 5 6 7 8 9 10
10:00 AM Acolytes 6:00 PM Budget Boosters 6:00 PM ABC Preschool
11:20 AM 5:00 p.m. Christ- | 6:00 PM Finance Committee Christmas Choral Sing
mas Eve Planning Service 7:00 PM Church Council 6:00 PM UMM Dinner
4:00 PM LIFE Missions
Dinner Set-up
5:00 PM Christmas Cantata
Dinner hosted by LIFE
Missions
6:30 PM Glory! 2011
Christmas Cantata
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
9:15 AM Blood Pressure 9:30 AM Mary Circle 6:00 PM Stewardship Com- 7:00 AM Breakfast & Devo-
Checks mittee tions
11:30 AM Family, Food & 6:30 Military Ministry
Fun 7:00 PM Trustees
11:30 AM 5:00 p.m. Christ- 7:30 PM Charge
mas Eve Planning Service Conference
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
11:30 AM 5:00 p.m. Christ- | 6:00 PM Women’s Retreat 7:00 PM Leading Ladies 1:15 PM History & Archives Christmas Eve
mas Eve Planning Service Planning Meeting 5:00 PM Christmas Eve
6:30 PM Caring Ministry Service
Meeting 7:00 PM Christmas Eve
7:00 PM Ruth Circle Service
11:00 PM Christmas Eve
Service— Candlelight
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Christmas Day Offices Closed 6:00 PM Evangelism Com- 5:00 PM Wedding 11:00 PM New Year’s Eve

10:00 AM Worship Service

6:30 PM Discipleship Com-

mittee

mittee
6:30 PM Worship
Committee

Service
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Open/Lock Team

4 Rich Kaler

11 Dick Graham @ Q'
18 Gil Larimer

25 Marv Wildenradt

Church Van
Dave and Nancy Leitheit
Mark and Ann Reed
Mary and Jordan Kalk
Marty Roush

NEWSLETTER

JDEADLINE

Church Staff e-mail directory
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USHERS

Lane McMillion E

Frank Skelton 10:00 a.m. Service
Jim Stoddard Leroy Greathouse

8:30 a.m. Service
Marv Wildenradt
Gerald Glawe

Bret Miller Ron Maurer

Francine Stanbery
Paul Johnson
Janet Mundall
Bill Itter
Matthew Parks
Amy Parks
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Education News

Merry Christmas! SUMC Family,
December is the month to thank God for his wonderful gift. There are many
ways you can thank God this month.

December 10®: All children interested in spreading joy and acting out the Nativity
scene should show up at the church at noon to dress in biblical costumes. We
will be performing at Grand Victorian at 1:30 and Oak Crest at 3:00 p.m. We
will act out the Nativity scene then we will sing with the residents with the
beautiful accompaniment of Angie Carter.
December 17" the Sunday School Children will present a Christmas program of
skits and songs. The children will practice during Sunday School on December 4
and December 11. Please come to the Saturday Celebration at 5:00 p.m. to
enjoy our wonderful children!
Advent Studies — Adam Hamilton’s The Journey will be discussed: = Attendance
does not have to be every week. Come when you can.
on Monday nights starting Nov. 28" through December 26" at 7:00 in the
lounge with Julie Sgarlata

on Wednesday nights starting Nov. 30" through December 28" Location TBD
with Diane Parrish

on Wednesday mornings during the Men’s early morning study at 6:30 am

on Sundays at noon in the lounge for the adults and in the Commons for the
children Nov. 27 — Dec. 18 Lunch served before class.

The Children’s Ministry team is working with the Food Pantry to sponsor a Sharing
Tree for Sycamore families who are requesting assistance with Christmas pre-
sents. In order for each sibling to get similar amounts of presents we put all
family members requesting assistance on one tag. I encourage families or com-
mittees to work together to sponsor larger families. If you would like to con-
tribute 85 or $10 to the cause instead of buying for a family, please put your
donation in an envelope or write the check out to SUMC and put the envelope
in my mailbox. I will use all donations to fill in the holes so each one requesting
a little Christmas cheer will receive something special from SUMC!

We are distributing the presents on Sunday, December 18". We are inviting all re-
cipients to church and/or Sunday School that day and a lunch following the sec-
ond service. If you would like to contribute a dish or money to the meal, please
contact me.

Christian Kids Connection will be on Wednesdays starting November 30 through
December 21. Children ages Kindergarten through fifth grade are invited to

come to the Commons from 3:15 to 5:15 for lots of Christmas fun!
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Music Matters

Come share the beauty and GLORY of Christmas at GLORY! TWENTY-ELEVEN,
our annual Christmas Choral Celebration. The Adult Choir, various children’s
choirs, small groups, and instrumentalists have been preparing glorious music, and
you will all be invited to join in the HALLELUJAH CHORUS for the finale. Power-
Points are being prepared, and cookies and child care are provided. There will be a
free-will offering for Heifer International. It would be awesome to raise $5000 for an

ark like we did two years ago!

If you’d like to bake some cookies, we would be most grateful. Please sign up on the

bulletin board in the Concourse.

If you’d like to come to the production but don’t drive, please contact Bev Rauch at

the church office.

We always enjoy extra musical preludes for the three Christmas Eve services at 5, 7 &
11 p.m. Please contact Bev Rauch at the church office if you’d like to do a solo, in-
strumental piece, etc. For those of you attending the services, plan to come early to

enjoy the music!

Although this is the December newsletter, I'm actually writing this article about a
week before Thanksgiving. On a personal note, our family is very grateful for the
prayers and expressions of caring for our oldest son Eron and his girlfriend Callie,
who live in Los Angeles.  Callie was hit by a an allegedly drunk driver and has been
in a coma for the last two weeks. While there is a very long road ahead, she has been
having some moments of consciousness lately, and we are extraordinarily grateful for

these small but significant gains.
Here’s the schedule for December for children’s & youth choirs:

Wed., Nov. 30 JUNIOR CHOIR ONLY  6:15 to ABOUT 8:00 p.m. (Youth En-
semble 6:45) Cantata Rehearsal

Fri., Dec. 2 JUNIOR CHOIR AND YOUTH ENSEMBLE ONLY 6:45 p.m. to
ABOUT 8:00) Cantata Rehearsal

Saturday, Dec. 3 & Sunday December 4 CHRISTMAS CHORAL CELEBRA-
TION JUNIOR CHOIR be at church at 6:00 p.m., YOUTH ENSEMBLE
6:10. (6:30 performance time each night.)

Dec. 11 Both  Cherubs
Dec. 18 Both  Kid’s Choir

Children’s Choir rehearsals resume Wed., January 4, 2012, at 6:15 p.m.
All the blessings of the season and the Christ child be with you,

Bev Rauch

-
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ABC Preschool Ministry News

Welcome to the Christmas Season!

ABC staff and children will be jumping into the Christmas Season with a month
of lessons that teach children about the miraculous birth of our Saviour Jesus Christ.
This is a time for every one of us young and old as we share in the joy and wonder of
this special time of year.

For our December mission project we will work along with SUMC to collect
items for the Angel Tree. This is such a wonderful way to teach children about the joys
of giving to others. We will also have a tree in the hallway by the Commons for families
to simply purchase and hang new pairs of mittens and gloves for those in need to choose
from. Thank you in advance for your help with this.

Please remember that we are collect Campbell’s labels for our Labels for Edu-
cation Program. The Campbell’s Company has a wonderful program that allows us to
clip and turn in labels from their products and redeem them for points to spend in their
education catalog. Please cut out the UPC code on the acceptable products and drop
them off in the ABC Preschool mailbox located at the south end of the Concourse. See
the table by the bulletin board for more information.

All preschoolers will be taking part in a Christmas Choral Concert on Thursday,
December 8". Our music teacher, Lauriec Horn, has been working daily with the chil-
dren to create a lovely evening of joyful Christmas music for all to hear. Please feel free
to join us for an evening of entertainment and refreshments.

The preschool will be closed for Christmas break beginning on Monday Decem-
ber 18" through Monday, January 2". Classes resume on Tuesday, January 3™.

We thank Sycamore United Methodist Church for all your support of ABC Pre-
school this year. We appreciate all that you do for us. We look forward to working
together on many projects during the year.

Blessings,
The ABC Preschool Staff

Please Remember

There will be only one service at 10:00 a.m. on

Christmas Day and New Year’s Day.
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Looking Back

“Looking Back” As I read the article in The Midweek, from 25 years ago, I thought I would share a little history for
our newer members. [ had the privilege of being the chairman of the administrative board in 1986 when our pastor, Dr.
C. Alfred Patten, brought up the topic of our church endorsing the PADS program for the DeKalb/Sycamore area. It
would be modeled after a similar program in the city of Aurora; “Public Action to Deliver Shelter” was the official title. As
I recall, the board had questions and discussion on whether our church should be one of the founders of this program.

I had two misconceptions: 1) We did not have a need for such a program, as we did not have homeless in our area
and 2) When we ultimately decided to approve our church’s participation (Dr. Patten could be very persuasive), we had a
large number of churches in the DeKalb, Sycamore area; thus we would only need to host the PADS about once a month.

As it ultimately turned out, there were homeless in our area, and only 5 churches signed up as hostess churches,
including ours, and we hosted PADS once a week, every Monday evening. In its 175 year history, our church always
meets the challenge, and volunteers stepped forward to serve dinner and breakfast, members staying overnight with the
guests, and moving the PADS (bedding) to the church hosting PADS on Tuesday. Most of you have read how this program
has grown over the years, and we still help by providing meals to the homeless shelter in DeKalb on Mondays.

My husband and I are proud to belong to the Untied Methodist Church of Sycamore for many reasons: the caring
congregation and support give to its members and area residents, the programs for all ages are just a few of our reasons.

Joan Fenstermaker

Thank You ;r)\ o

Thanks for all the wonderful donations to the Craft Group booth at the Pumpkin

Festival. The next sale will be December 3rd and 4th. Come see what talented mem- )

|
Thiant W

bers have created and donated to our group.

Christmas Schedule

December 24  Christmas Eve

-5pm Family Candlelight Service

-7pm Candlelight and Communion Service
-11pm Candlelight and Communion Service

*December 25 Christmas Day 10am only

December 31, 5pm, Saturday Night Celebration
*January 1 New year’s Day 10am only

May God bless you and your family this Christmas season.
The Pastors and StaﬂofSycamore umcC
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Serve
Sycamore United Methodist Church

160 Johnson Avenue
Sycamore, lllinois 60178

Phone: (815) 895-9113
Fax: (815) 895-1042
E-mail: jennifersnow@sycamoreumc.org

Open Hearts... Open Minds... Open Doors

WE'RE ON THE WEB

WWW.SYCAMOREUMC.ORG
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Twenty-Eleven -

Saturday, December 3 and Sunday, December 4 at 6:30 p.m.
Presented by Sycamore United Methodist Church
160 Johnson Avenue, Sycamore, IL 60178

(815) 895-9113 T www.sycamoreumc.org
A free-will offering will be taken for Heifer International

Refreshments and child care provided




