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. As I write this, I am working on our services for Holy Week. One of the key
Scriptures is John 14 where Jesus says to his disciples,” I will not leave you comfortless; I
will come to you.” Another translation says, “I will not leave you as orphans...” Both
versions of that verse sound like Mother’s Day to me. I do not want to be guilty of too
much generalization, but when most of us think of being comforted, we think of Mom
rather than Dad.

Mother’s Day is your opportunity to return the comfort.

Years ago there was a country-western song entitled, “Roses for Mama.” The
song is about a man who goes into a flower shop to buy flowers for his mom for Mother’s
Day. He knows he should go visit his mom, who lives close by, but he has more exciting
plans, so decides to send flowers instead. While he is at the shop, a little boy comes in to
buy roses for his mother, but doesn’t have enough money. So our friend gives the young
boy some money and then buys his own mom a bouquet.

Driving away from the shop, the man passes by a cemetery. Glancing in, he is
surprised to see the little boy kneeling on a grave, the bouquet of roses in his hand. After
turning into the cemetery, he asks the young boy what he is doing. With tears in his eyes,
the boy explains that has mother has been dead a year, and he comes there all the time to
talk to her and, on this special day, to give her his roses.

With a lump in his throat the man quickly turns around and drives back to the

florist. There, he asks if his mother’s flowers have been delivered yet. When the florist
tells him “No.”, he tells him to cancel the delivery. He wants to deliver them himself.

There is nothing that says “I love you” like simply being there. USA Today did a
survey and found that 75% of Americans live within a few minutes of at least one of their
parents. Some 23% are within hours of a parent. Only 2% of Americans need to drive for
days to see a parent. Just like children need a parent or parents to comfort them, so too
our older parents need children who will come to comfort them.

[ know many of us have moms and dads who have passed on or, are just too far
away for a personal visit. We can only wish we could visit them.

But for those who are close enough, do not let Mom, or for that matter Dad, be
alone this Mother’s Day.

Remember Jesus word’s, ”I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you.”

Bring comfort to you mom this Mother’s day.
See you in Church this week end!
Pastor Bill Landis
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April 2011 Worship Schedule

April 30- Saturday Celebration at 5:00PM
Pastor Harlene Harden
Message: Change of Attire
Scripture: Colossians 3: 1-11
May 1- Sunday Worship at 8:30 & 10:00AM
Pastor Bill Landis

Confirmation Sunday
Message: Claim the Name
Scripture: Galatians 1
Communion Sunday

May 7- Saturday Celebration at 5:00 PM and
May 8- Sunday Worship at 8:30 & 10:00 AM
Diane Parrish
Mother's Day Weekend

May 14— Saturday Celebration at 5:00 PM
SUMC Youth
May 15— Sunday Worship at 8:30 & 10:00 AM
Rev. Gil Larimer
Acolyte Recognition Sunday

May 21- Saturday Celebration at 5:00 PM and
May 22— Sunday Worship at 8:30 & 10:00 AM
Pastor Bill Landis

Heritage Sunday
Message: Belonging to the Right Family
Scripture: | Peter 2: 4-10
The History Committee will present it's 5th
presentation in it's series on SUMC'’s 175th
Anniversary

May 28— Saturday Celebration at 5:00 PM and
May 29- Sunday Worship at 8:30 & 10:00 AM
Pastor Bill Landis
Memorial Sunday
Message: There Is No Need to Be Lonely
Scripture: John 14
New Members will join

The United Methodist Messenger
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Leroy Greathouse Betty Brown
Mary Brown Mary McCue
Lee Henigan Martin Gilbert
Joe Gibson Mary Lou Reeve
John Wilson Jim Jacobsen
The Landeck Family

PRAY FOR OUR

MILITARY

Pray for our Military
Men & Women

PVT Tom Fleenor *PVT2 Nels Lindgren
*LT Robert Ortman MSgt. Bianna Yeager
SPC Scott Maratto SPC Timothy Stewart
*LCPL Brett Gulke *PFC Derrick R. Wells
PVT Ben Bushno SGT Shaune Clark

SGT. Neil Smith
LCPL Matthew Einhorn

*SPC Mitchell Stewart
Cpt. Garrett Slack

LCPL Kylc Keneway PFC John Harris

CPT John C. Whitechead David Whitchead

*SGT Dustin Bell *SGT Andrew Sheehan
PV2 Jennifer Link Jason Abitua

Eathon Larson *SPC Christopher Isabel
*CPL Anthony Dewitz

*SPC. Matthew “Scott” Stewart

*indicates dcploycd personnel
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We Need Golfers

Join us Friday June 17" for the 11" Annual Methodist Open
e You can golf —or-

e  You can join us for a BBQ rib dinner —or-

e You can support us with a donation
Registration forms available in the concourse or call Dick Graham (815) 751-7977

or
Tom Muraski (815) 895-5166
SUMC Budget Boosters -All proceeds go to the building fund

Caring Ministry Network

The Caring Ministry Network is coordinating meals and transportation for
Pastor Harlene while she is recuperating from her knee surgery on May 2. If you
would like to help with either providing a meal or driving her to her therapy, there
will be a sign up sheet on the bulletin board outside the office area on the concourse.
Or you can call Charla Antrobus at 815.761.6970 for any further information and to
add you name to the list for helping.

We are hoping for a smooth transition while Pastor Harlene is on the mend

and the Caring Ministry Network is here to help you with any concerns that you may

have; from visiting you at the hospital, or at the nursing home, to visiting you at home,
bringing communion to you or a DVD. Our job is to help Pastor Bill and you can help
by letting us know when you are in the hospital or ill so that we can keep in touch with
you and provide you with spiritual support.

Continue to call the church office or you can call me, Charla at the number
above, with your concerns and needs. Let us know when you are going in for surgery
or are admitted to the hospital. We want to be here for you and the only way to know
if you need anything is if you let us know. Thank you.

e

You Are Invited! . . |

Sunday, May 22, 2011

1:30 — 4:00 PM n‘ D
2340 Dean Street, Sycamore, IL 2\

Come and see the new DeKalb District Parsonage selected for incoming District Open House
Superintendent Rev. Dick Wisdom and wife, Cheryl. DeKalb District Parsonage

The house was selected by the Conference Board of Trustees and the DeKalb
District Superintendency Committee. It will soon be ready for occupancy.

Directions: Rte 23 NORTH of Sycamore, EAST on Northgate, Turn LEFT on

Dean.
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Church Work Day

May 14, 2011 will be the annual church work  be available on the bulletin board in the con-
day from 8 am-12 pm. Please be sure the ar-  course. Please sign up to complete a task.
cas you are responsible for have been cleaned ~ Many hands make light work. --The Trustees

with appropriate labels on containers and

shelving. Please dispose of or remove items no

longer used. A list of jobs to be completed will

Popcorn Studies

Adult Ministries May Studies

Popcorn studies are like popcorn prayers—a study here, a study there, sometimes
more, sometimes less. You pick and chose the topics you want to attend. Two long term stud-
ies are starting in May!
More With Beth Moore

This study is entitled, "Living Beyond Yourself: Exploring the Fruit of the Spirit". The
goal of this 11 weck journey with Beth Moore through what the Bible calls the Fruit of the

Spirit is genuine freedom that comes only through a life filled with the Holy Spirit. The study
will be 10 am to noon on Wednesdays starting June Ist at Sue Richter's house. A softcover
workbook will be required which you may purchase on your own or through a group order
placed before the study begins. Sign-up in the concourse today! Co-Leaders: Emma Hagemeyer
and Sue Richter.

C Made to Crave (for women)

Has food become more about frustration than fulfillment? Made to

» Crave is the missing link between a woman’s desire to be healthy and the

w. u ¥

spiritual empowerment necessary to make that happen.

MADE TO

Break the cycle of “I'll start again on Monday,” and feel good about
yourself today. Stop agonizing over numbers on the scale and make peace
with your body

SMALL GROUP DVD STUDY SET
Replace rationalization that leads to diet failure with wisdom that leads to

Victory

Reach your healthy goals and grow closer to God through the process

K Made to Crave is a helpful companion to use alongside whatever healthy eating approach you

choose—a book and Bible study to help you find the “want to” in how to make healthy lifestyle
changes. The study will be Monday evenings 6:00pm starting May 2 led by Cathy Pivonka and

meeting in her home. For more information contact her at 815-899-4143. Sign up in the con-

course today!

For more itzformation

For more information contact us by e-mail at adultministries @‘sxcamoreumc.org, or by phone

Diane 915-751-4942 or Molly 815-762-2645. Dates and Times will be published on our web-

site www.sycamoreumc.org on the adult ministries page, in our monthly newsletter the Mes-

senger and in the weekly bulletin announcements one month before each event.

N /
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Military Ministry News

The Military Ministry Team met on April 14" to prepare five boxes to ship to soldiers

who are deployed and greeting cards to family members and those soldiers who are state side. It

was a busy evening that ended with praying over the boxes and greetings written to each of

them.

Several new names have been added to our bulletin and newsletter lists recently. New

pictures have also been added to our Military Ministry Poster in the concourse.

Our special congratulations go to Brett and Meaghan Gulke on the birth of their baby

Torrie Yvonne, born on March 16.

Prayer Shawl Ministry

Listen now to my prayer and to
the prayers of all your other ser-
vants who want to honor you.
Nehemiah 1:11

On Monday, June 6™
the Sycamore United Method-
ist Church Prayer Shawl Min-
istry will celebrate our Fifth
Year Anniversary, by inviting
local area church groups and
those in our cluster, district
and conference to join us. We
will gather at 10:30 that
morning. Display tables will

Thank you’s!

Dear Church Family,

be available for sharing their
items and patterns. After the
noon luncheon, our guest
speaker will be our own Helen
Maurer telling how prayer
shawls and lap robes are being
used for Hospice patients,
followed by a sharing time by
the groups.

Please watch for
more information in the com-

ing week’s bulletins.

6th.

May Meeting Dates
Monday, May 2nd
@ 9:30 a.m.
Monday, May 16th
@ 9:30 a.m.
Monday, June 6th
@ 10:30 a.m.

Phyllis Anderson

(815) 899-9957
Jeanne Johnson
(815) 895-5594

Thank you to pastors Bill and Harlene for their visits. My numerous cards, calls, prayers, and

visits were greatly appreciated. Many thanks to the Prayer Shawl Ministry. What a wonderful

church family we have!
With gratitude,
Lorraine Kingsnorth
344 Plymouth
Sycamore, IL 60187
815-895-3812

There's one more thing to say
about the Spring Thrift and

Bake Sale. Thank you! Thank
you for saving your sale items

for us, bringing them to the

-

church, helping us display
merchandise, preparing
delicious baked goods,
working on the sale days,
shopping, and helping to clean
up. All of this was done with a

cheerful spirit and willingness
to work in missions together.
$3700 was made for missions
in our community and
beyond. The fall sale dates are
Sept. 23-24.

“Listen now to my prayer and
to the prayers of all your
other servants who want to
honor you.”

Nehemiah 1:11
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8:30 AM Sunday Wor-
ship

8:45 AM Adult Sunday
School

10:00 AM Sunday

9:15 AM Moms-In-
Christ

9:30 AM Prayer Shawl
Ministry (1st & 3rd)
12:00 PM Sycamore

9:00 AM Christian
Conditioning

9:00 AM Craft Group
9:10 AM ABC Chapel
(1st & 3rd)

6:30 AM Man Code
9:10 AM ABC Chapel
(1st & 3rd)

4:00 PM Children’s

Christian Conditioning

9:00 AM Christian
Conditioning

10:45 AM Worship
Staff (1st & 3rd)

12:00 PM Church Staff

7:30 AM UMM Break-
fast (2nd & 4th)

4:15 PM Saturday
Seek

5:00 PM Saturday

Worship Food Pantry 11:30 AM Clergy Staff | 6:15 PM Children’s Meeting (1st & 3rd) Worship Service
10:00 AM Children’s | 4:00 PM Children’s Meeting Choirs 5:30 PM Praise Team
Sunday School Christian Conditioning [ 1:10 PM ABC Chapel | 7:00 PM Adult Choir | Rehearsal
(1st & 3rd) 6:30 PM Bible Study
6:30 PM Spiritwind/ 7:00 PM Adult Hand-
Jam Session bells
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
4:00 AM Youth Cinna- 6:00 PM Budget Boosters || 9:15 AM ABC Board 10:00 AM Adult Bible
mon Rolls - 6:90 PM Finance Com- Meeting A Study at Oak Crest
4:30 PM Jr. High Youth | mittee 6:30 PM Rachel Circle 6:00 PM UMW Spring
6:00 PM Sr. High Youth | 7:00 PM Church Council
Banquet
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
12:00 PM Family, Food 9:30 AM Mary Circle 9:30 AM Esther Circle 6:00 PM ABC Pre-School 8:00 AM Trustees Spring
and Fun 6:00 PM Staff Parish 6:00 PM Stewardship Graduation Clean-up Day
Committee Committee
6:15 PM Adult Ministries
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
6:30 PM Caring Ministry || 7:00 PM Leading Ladies 1:15 PM History & 6:30 PM Military
7:00 PM Ruth Circle Archives Ministry
7:00 PM Trustees
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
6:30 PM Discipleship 1:00 PM UMW Missions
Team
6:00 PM Evangelism
6:30 PM Worship
Committee
29 30- Offices Closed 31

NEWSLETTER

'DEADLINE
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Open/Lock Team

5/1  Rich Diehl Ushers

5/8  Dick Graham Q Q’ 8:30 a.m. Service

5/15 MarvWildenradt Jerry Schultz

5/22 Rich Kaler Dave Leifheit 10:00 a.m. Service
5/29 Rich Dichl Mary Lou Richard Graham
: Eubanks Debbie Elleson
Church Bus _ Marybeth John O’ Connell
5/1 Tom & Julie Maurer Hutchison Renae Wilkinson

5/8  Jim & Marcia Stoddard Nancy Leitheit Norm Bodda
5/15 Mark & Ann Reed Bill Riddle
5/22 Dave & Nancy Leitheit Mark Larsen
5/29 Marty Roush

Sunday Greeters
5/1  Ashley Compton, Lizzie Saturday Greeters

4/30 Lowell & Mary Akers
5/7  Nancy Davis, Brent

Compton, Marlin & Phyllis
Anderson, Georgina Yeager
5/8 Dean & Sue Curtis, Eric
Menzer
5/15 Jasmine Stipher, Sally Scott,
Charlie & Betty Primm
5/22 Camilla Metcalf, Ann Elder,

‘ Anderson
5/14 Dean & Sue Curtis
5/21 George & Kathy

Brancato and Family
5/28 Marty Roush, Berni

Marty Roush, Tim Tucci h Schelkopf
5/29 Lowell & Mary Akers, John & s ers .
Laurel Ratcliffe G reeters

Bulletin articles are due the Wednesday of publication. Please keep bulletin
' articles and announcements short, as we all work together to save resources of
\ both paper and money. Questions? Call Jennifer in the Church Office.

Thank you!
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Christian Ministries

Dear SUMC family,

May first is Confirmation Sunday. Twenty two fabulous youth will complete their
Confirmation journey during the 10:00 service! It was my privilege to be part of the Confirma-
tion team. These young people were committed to their covenant and did a fabulous job partici-
pating in a variety of church activities. Hopefully, this experience was only the beginning of
their spiritual journey! I hope they choose to continue participating in the life of the church!

The second Sunday of the month is Family, Food and Fun Day. The second Sunday in
May is Mother's Day. This month each individual family will celebrate Mother's Day in their
own way. The next Family, Food and Fun Day will be at the church on June 12th during the
VBS kickoff of Shake it up Cafe: Where Kids Learn to Carry out God's Recipe. The youth mis-
sion team will cook lunch that day as a fundraiser. We are no longer having a potluck. The
youth have offered to provide us a lunch for a free will offering. Please join us!

The third Sunday, May 15th is Acolyte Sunday. We will introduce the youth who have
been carrying the light of God into the church this year during the 10:00 service. Many thanks
go to Amy and Whitney Munro who have been teaching our Acolytes this year.

Children’s Cardio will be Wednesdays beginning June 8" at the Sgarlata home i6450
Shearon Court from 1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Please wear a swimsuit and bring a towel and swim gog-
gles. There is no class June 22" or August 3rd. The last class is August 17th.

Summer Bridges will be on Fridays in June and on Mondays in July & August
Summer Bridge dates will be Friday, June 10 and Friday, June 17 and Mondays; July 11, July
18, August 8 and August 15 from 9:00 to noon for students going into Kindergarten through
cighth gradc. Class size will be capped at 20. Donation of $5 per day is requested. The class will
be a mixture of ages but the academic activities will be at the student’s grade level. There will
also be physical and spiritual lesson plans for all. We will meet in the Commons.

The last day of regular Sunday school is May 22, 2011. We so appreciate the many
volunteers who have shared their talents with our children. The third annual teacher apprecia-
tion breakfast will be June 5th at 9:00 a.m. in the Commons. If you would like to contribute to
that breakfast, please let me know. Beginning Memorial Day weekend, Bible Breakfast Club
will take a break until after Labor Day. There will be a group Children's church offered during

the 10:00 service in the Commons.

Love in Christ,
Julie Sgarlata

Christian Education Director

Recipes Needed!

There is a group of ladies that would like to see a new church cookbook, and how perfect for our
church's birthday year! If anyone has any old SUMC cookbooks, and willing to let us borrow
them, we could share some recipes from past members. There will be a display and box to drop
off recipes in the concourse, or email them to sm0930(@comcast.net (Sue McCue) We hope to
have a cookbook ready in early fall. Questions, call Sue McCue (815) 895-8304

J
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Music Matters

April was quite a month, and at the time of this writing, we haven’t even celebrated Easter
yet!

It started with the one-man production of Harry Chapin’s COTTONPATCH GOSPEL on
April 2. Phyllis Horst’s twin brother, Phillip Kaufmann, presented an amazing show, utiliz-
ing technology I had never seen before. (He had 4 or 5 video projections of himself running
simultaneously, playing different instruments and harmonizing with himself.) 186 people
attended that Saturday Celebration concert event.

The next weekend was REVIVE! TWENTY-ELEVEN, our annual SPRING CHORAL
PRODUCTION. Many, many members of the congregation and visitors have expressed how
moved and inspired they were by the service. In case you missed it, the worship featured
music, dance, PowerPoints, Billy Sunday, Billy Graham, Elvis, and a little Johnny Cash, all
building to the theme of REVIVAL. While we shared some history of revival in this country
and community, the most important emphasis was on PERSONAL revival—how the God
who gave us EVERYTHING can give us refreshment, power, peace in our daily living, even
through difficult times. THANK YOU to everyone who helped with that production in any
way!

If you’d like a copy of the DVD, please sign up on the music room door.

IF YOWRE INTERESTED IN DOING ANY SUMMER MUSIC, please contact Bev Rauch
at the church office.

It was a joy to hear Youth Ensemble member WHITNEY MUNRO and her father, Youth
Director Joe Munro present a wonderful dialogue sermon last month.

The Adult Choir has been helping with meals for MARY MCCUE. Our love and prayers
are with her.  We also keep praise team leader and singer ELLEN YEDINAK in our prayers
as her family heads off to Pontiac, Illinois. She has been a light in all our lives, full of grace
and wisdom. (I sometimes teased her that she was awfully smart for someone so
young!) We wish her all the best God has to offer to His children.

Here’s the schedule for May for children’s groups:

May 1 Both  Junior

Wednesday, May 4 Junior Choir to Barb City Manor
Meet at church at 6:15. We ask an adult to go along if possible.
(No Adult Choir that night, but Men of the Adult Choir rehearse
that evening at 8:00 p.m.)

May 8 Both Cherubs
May 15 Both Kid’s
Blessings,

Bev Rauch
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at 7:00 p.m.
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Reynoldswood Christian Camp & Retreat Center

621 Reynoldswood Rd

Dixon, IL 61021

(@]

What

Where

Dining Hall

When

1lam—2pm

Help support Reynolds-
wood and enjoy a great
meal and fellowship.
Reynoldswood

621 Reynoldswood Rd

Dixon, IL 61021

Sunday, May 8th

WWW.NICCamp.org

Decades of Dresses

"Decades of Dresses 1905-
1991" is the program for the
UMW Spring Banquet. At
6:00 apple glazed pork tender-

loin will be served by our

youth mission team and Craig
Fritz will entertain us with
music throughout the dinner
hour. The fashion show will
follow at 7:00 and is sure to

Support Christion Camping

Reynoldswood needs your help!

ﬁ.‘..

S10/Adult
S5/Child

(Children 10 & under)
Kids 0-4 Eat Free

(815)284-6979

be a very special evening of
memories. The last day to

purchase dinner tickets is Sun-

day, May 1.

~
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What Happens At Sager Brown Doesn’t Stay At Sager Brown

This motto is printed
on some t-shirts available at
the Sager Brown Campus in
Baldwin, Louisiana, and four
more members of our church
discovered how true it is.
Volunteering at the UMCOR
center for two weeks— march
20 through April 1— the wit-
nessed 13,400 disaster relief
kits being completed for dis-
tribution worldwide in the
first week alone.

They joined fellow
Methodists from Texas,
Georgia, Kansas, Florida,
Michigan, and Maryland in
the work. In addition to kit
assembling in the depot,

school bags and baby items
were sewn in the spacious
sewing room constructed by a
Methodist team from North
Carolina.

In collaboration with
local Roman Catholics, sur-
plus federal food items were
distributed on campus to reg-
istered seniors whose incomes
met federal guidelines.

Activities off campus
included planting flowers at a
senior center in Baldwin,
sorting donated clothes at a
women'’s shelter, volunteer-
ing at a Head Start school and
at the new consolidated ele-

mentary school. This school

is on tribal land belonging to
the Chitimacha Tribe which
exchanged use of the property
for some in another area of
the parish (county).

All Donated items
not meeting specifications are
distributed in the Baldwin
community or may be taken
by the volunteers to their own
home areas for distribution.
This year, items were brought
back and donated to Hope
Have, Safe Passage, and Love,
INC. Thank you, SUMC
members, for all of your do-
nations!

Alice Larimer,
UMCOR Volunteer

Sycamore United Methodist Youth Ministry

UMY ministry is open to all those youth 6th grade through 12th grade. Youth from a variety

of school districts attend our group. You do not need to be a member at SUMC and friends are

always welcome to attend! Please check the schedule and meeting times carefully.

Updates will be in the church worship bulletin announcements. Also see the

youth page at www.sycamoreumc.org. Financial aid is available for any event.

April was very busy. I hope a lot of you were able to make it to the Good Friday service the

youth did. There were a lot of long nights put out by some of these kids and I thank them for

their hard work. As the end of the school year approaches we are starting to put together the

summer schedule. This year we will be going to Great America and doing a Laser Tag lock-in.

We are also looking to do a lock-in for the youth groups here at the church calling it a game

night. Thanks to all who helped support our cinnamon roll sales. Also note the schedule for May

for youth group because of the Holidays there are changes.

Joe

Junior High Youth (6-8" grades)

May 15th 4:30-6:00 Game time / Devotion

May 29" NO YOUTH GROUP (holiday weekend)
Senior High Youth (9-12* grades)

May 12th BAD (Breakfast and Devotion) 8:00 a.m.
May 15® 7:00-8:30pm Bible study on Joseph

May 26" BAD (Breakfast and Devotion)

May 29" NO YOUTH GROUP (holiday weekend)
Senior High Mission Trip (8-12" grades)

\May 5th Help with SUMC Women Dinner
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Sycamore United Methodist Church

160 Johnson Avenue
Sycamore, lllinois 60178

Phone: (815) 895-9113
Fax: (815) 895-1042
E-mail: office@sycamoreumc.org

Open Hearts... Open Minds... Open Doors

WE'RE ON THE WEB

WWW.SYCAMOREUMC.ORG

Church Staff e-mail directory




